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Zebra Coalition is able to positively impact the 
lives of so many young people that would oth-
erwise have no place to turn. 

I am happy to honor Jefferson R. Voss, dur-
ing LGBT Pride Month, for his tireless work to 
support LGBT+ youth in the Central Florida 
community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
MEN’S HEALTH WEEK 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2014 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to take a few moments to recognize 
June 9th through 13th as National Men’s 
Health Week. I strongly support National 
Men’s Health Week and the participating 
health organizations that help raise awareness 
of men’s health in our communities. I embrace 
the spirit of Men’s Health Week which main-
tains that all men need to do our best to take 
care of our health and our families’ health to 
strengthen our communities. Heart disease is 
the primary killer of men in our country. Men 
live an average of 5 years less than women, 
and men between the ages of 18 and 44 are 
less likely to visit the doctor than women. I am 
a firm believer in prevention and the impor-
tance of health awareness. A crucial step to 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle is being aware 
of your current health status. Increased aware-
ness of our medical needs and preventable 
health problems will help remedy possible 
issues before they become life threatening. 
Taking care of ourselves is crucially important 
as we age, and regular check-ups with our 
health providers are important steps to 
strengthen the health of our communities. 

We have many community health centers in 
the 7th District of Illinois that provide excellent 
care to Illinoisans. These health centers play 
critical roles in strengthening men’s health. I 
would like to recognize and commend Near 
North Health Service Corporation for its efforts 
during National Men’s Health Week. Near 
North is performing free health screenings for 
men during this time period. For example, they 
are conducting screenings for blood pressure, 
oral health, HIV, diabetes, and prostate can-
cer. They are conducting informative work-
shops on healthier eating as well. I applaud 
the dedication of our community health cen-
ters to improving the health and meeting the 
medical needs of our communities during 
Men’s Health Week and throughout the entire 
year. 

I also want to recognize the efforts of the Il-
linois Department of Public Health during 
Men’s Health Week. IDPH partnered with the 
Chicago White Sox and Bat for the Cure to 
provide free prostate cancer screenings. Fur-
ther, the state health agency is leading mul-
tiple awareness events and seminars this 
week, including an African-American Male 
Health and Fitness Expo at Malcolm X College 
and the 20th Annual Real Men Cook event at 
Kennedy King. All of these efforts are impor-
tant steps in raising awareness and improving 
the health of citizens in Chicago, Illinois and 
the Nation. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2014 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit a clarification of my vote during consid-
eration of H.R. 4745, the Transportation, 
Housing and Urban Development, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2015. I fully in-
tended to continue my strong support of the 
Housing for Persons with AIDS program and 
mistakenly voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 277, the 
Nadler Amendment. I intended to vote ‘‘aye.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE 
OF MARY ELLEN EPPS TO THE 
PEOPLE OF COLORADO 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2014 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to one of my former colleagues in 
the Colorado General Assembly, Mary Ellen 
Epps. Mary Ellen and I served together at the 
State Capitol in Denver. Mary Ellen was an 
absolute dynamo of a Representative and 
Senator who faithfully served her constituents 
in the Fountain and Widefield region. 

Mary Ellen lived a full life and had an in-
tense passion for learning. She received her 
bachelor’s degree from Colorado Christian 
University and also took courses in French 
and nursing. She even was a student pilot. 

With large portions of Fort Carson in her 
district, and as a Lifetime VFW member, Mary 
Ellen was a passionate advocate for our men 
and women in uniform, their families, and our 
veterans. 

Mary Ellen was a passionate, dedicated, 
and hard-working legislator. A tough fighter for 
public safety and law and order, Mary Ellen 
worked hard to pass legislation increasing 
penalties on uninsured motorists. She also 
worked to increase the hardships of prison for 
our most dangerous criminals. 

The range of Mary Ellen’s knowledge and 
expertise was reflected in the committees she 
served during her time in the General Assem-
bly. She was able to help and assist so many 
people while serving on the Criminal Justice, 
Medically Indigent, Environmental, Arts and 
Tourism, and Health Care committees. 

Mary Ellen was able to represent her con-
stituents so well because she made a con-
scientious effort to personally connect with as 
many as possible and learn what motivated 
them and what issues were their priorities. Her 
passionate advocacy and tireless work ethic 
was an inspiration to me and I was honored 
to call her my friend. 

Mary Ellen has passed away, but I know 
that she is in a better place. Please consider 
her three children, three grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF CARLOS GUILLERMO 
SMITH 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month, to recog-
nize Carlos Guillermo Smith. Carlos is the son 
of Luis Ricardo Smith and Johanne Marie 
Ghyslaine Guay. 

Carlos was elected Chairman of the Orange 
County Democratic Party on December 16th, 
2013 and made history as the first openly gay 
Democratic Party Chair in Orange County at 
the age of 32. A Latino of Peruvian descent, 
Carlos has worked closely with leaders in 
Central Florida to engage the local Hispanic 
community in the political process and elect 
more Latinos to hold public office. 

An alumnus of the University of Central 
Florida, Carlos gained political experience 
working on a number of Democratic races, in-
cluding his role as Communications Director 
and Senior Advisor during State Representa-
tive Joe Saunders 2012 race. 

In 2011, Carlos became a public policy fel-
low for Equality Florida, where he crafted state 
and local legislative strategy with LGBT lead-
ers. Equality Florida is the largest civil rights 
organization dedicated to securing full equality 
for Florida’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender community. 

Carlos currently serves as legislative aide to 
State Representative Joe Saunders. Prior to 
his current position, Carlos served as the aide 
to Former State Representative Scott Ran-
dolph from 2011–2012 and Orange County 
Democratic Party Communications Chair from 
2011–2013. 

I am happy to honor Carlos Guillermo Smith 
during LGBT Pride Month, for his contributions 
to the Central Florida community. 
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HONORING NORCELL D. HAYWOOD 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 12, 2014 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Norcell D. 
Haywood, a leader in my State of Texas who 
has practiced architecture for over thirty seven 
years. 

Mr. Haywood was one of the first four Afri-
can American students to be admitted to the 
University of Texas and was the second Afri-
can American to graduate from the University 
of Texas School of Architecture in 1960. Upon 
graduation, he taught at Prairie View A&M 
University’s school of Engineering. He later 
gained employment with the City of Austin 
Planning Department. He also published a 
local Newspaper, The East Side Reporter, 
which has a circulation of 20,000 papers 
weekly distributed on the eastern section of 
San Antonio. 

In 1968, he became the first licensed Afri-
can-American Architect in San Antonio. He 
then founded his firm, Norcell D. Haywood & 
Associates (1968–71) and later in 1971, 
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